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School Notes.

We offer a hearty welcome to Miss Lee, who came to us
at short notice to take Miss Appleton’s place.

We congratulate D. Higgins on winning a Major Scholar-
ship at Jesus College, Cambridge, and hope the example he
has set may be speedily followed.

The plays attracted slightly larger audiences this year,
and the profit from them was £46.

The only important events of this term have been the
influenza, which attacked us so successfully at the beginning
of term that we closed for four days, and the weather which
reserved its strongest attacks until the latter part of the term.
The Scholarship Fund is growing steadily, if not rapidly, and
now stands at over £380. The subscription list which is
still open has provided £90 towards that total. The follow-
ing subscriptions have been received during the present
School year :(—

Mr. & Mrs. Collins .. £3 3 0

W. Wetherell, Esq. 010 O

F. Curran, Esq. .. 1 0 0 (3rd annual subscription).

J. Maidment, Esq. .. 0 10 6 (3rd annual subscription).

Anonymous .. szt O NMORS()

M. Hodgson, Esq. 0 10 O (2nd subscription).

Mr. & Mrs. Horn 3 3 O (in memoriam A. Horn).
£13 16 6



2 THE WATHONIAN.

The Art competition attracted so many competitors that
the Committee has decided to give two prizes—the senior to
J. Batty and the junior to Webster. There was also a wel-
come increase in the number of entries for the junior literary
competition, for which the prize goes to C. M. Swift. Kitson
won the prize for the senior competition.
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House Notes.

ATHENS.

On December 11th last term Athens held a very success-
ful House Party, and it was regretful that a national crisis
should have caused the curtailment of our enjoyment.

In the games this term Athens has been badly let down
by the Senior Boys, who have not yet won a match. The
greatest trouble is that the members of the House teams will
not turn up, and they would do well to remember that it is
only good manners to ask to be excused when they cannot
turn up.

The Senior Girls have played three matches this term,
won two and lost one. The one lost, against Troy, was
when only six of the team were present against nine Trojans.
The score of 4—3 was very creditable to Athens.

The Junior Girls have played all their matches, having
won three, lost one, and drawn one.

The Junior boys have played three matches and won
them.

We are hoping that all Athenians, Seniors and Juniors
alike, will show keenness next term in training for the Sports,
and in making a real effort to secure the cup for Athens.

CARTHAGE.

Although we realise the difficulties, especially that of
distance, we yet think that more Carthaginians could attend
School Societies, for their own improvement, for the good of
the School, and of the House. More points for social
activities might easily gain us the Work Cup, since the
detentions are not increasing and we believe that the
House’s reputation for hard work can be maintained.

We stand a good chance of winning the Games Cup, but
attendance at senior boys’ matches has not been too good.

For the rest, we can only temper our high hopes with
unstinted effort. No doubt we shall see every keenness in
sports practices and summer games, with a corresponding
vigour in School work. The Sports and Games Cup we
should retain. It next remains, in Mr. Grear’s last term as
Carthaginian house-master, to make a concerted effort for
the height of our ambition—the Work Cup.
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ROME.

At the end of last term we held our House Party. It
was a great success, largely due to the kindness of Roman
mothers.

We were sorry to lose one of our senior members, Alban
Horn. He was very hardworking, and set a good example
to the House.

The games this term have only been moderate ; the
juniors have shown a great deal of enthusiasm, which I am
sorry to say, has not been supported by all the members of
the Senior team.

The Senior Girls have lost one match and won one match;
the Junior Girls have lost one match ; the Senior Boys have
lost two matches and won one match ; the Junior Boys have
lost one match and won two matches.

Hopes of winning the Work Cup seem to be very remote,
for a small circle of Romans, mainly boys, seem to be aspiring
for the record number of detentions.

SPARTA.

For Spartans, as for the rest of the School, the term has
been a very uneventful one. We were successful in winning
the Work Cup last term, and it is to be hoped this perform-
ance will be repeated more frequently in the future. The
support given by Spartans to School Societies certainly does
the House credit. The detention list, that hardy annual
source of grumbling, has been a trifle shorter up to the time
of writing, but there is still much room for improvement.
The House has not shone in the way of House matches ; this
has been chiefly due to unavoidable drawbacks, but it has
been suggested that if every member of each term made a
point of turning out, some improvement might be made.

The House Party held last term, was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended it. We were sorry to lose our boys’ House
Captain, Atkinson, after one term’s service in that position,
and we wish him the best of luck in his new work. We also
welcome the new Captain, R. Ellison, of the Upper VI.
Science. Let us hope next term will give Spartans more
opportunity to distinguish themselves—but not on the
detention list !

THEBES.

This term has lived up to its reputation of being abso-
lutely uneventful. There has been very little to relieve the
usual monotony of the Easter term except for the plentiful
supplies of snow which is rather early for the time of the year.
The fact that detentions have been less noticeable, especially
among the girls, must strike a cheerful note in an otherwise
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doleful term. The senior girls have played four hockey
matches and won none, but the junior girls have been more
successful. As for the boys, in the words of Painter, they
have been ““jolly good.” For the past two or three years the
House Outing has been non existent and we are hoping to
remedy this in the summer term. Perhaps if it is proposed
in good time we shall be able to make it a real success.
Meariwhile we can only continue our attempts to improve,
and hope for better success.

TROY.

The House Party was definitely the high-light of last
term. The Seniors arranged a sketch for presentation, but
unfortunately, on the eve of the party, one of the caste was
taken ill and the sketch had to be abandoned. The gap was
filled with games. The Seniors proved very helpful in the
arrangements. An experiment was tried in cutting out
whist, which experiment proved successful. Next term we
are hoping for a fine day for the House Outing, which was
literally and metaphorically ‘“damped’” last year. No
destination has been fixed, but any suggestions would be
appreciated.

This season has also been quite a successful games
season. The boys and girls have all done commendably in
this sphere. It is pleasing to see that the boys have taken a
greater interest in the gym club than ever before.

I hope you will forgive me for ending up on this note,
but time-honoured custom enforces me to speak of detentions.
Seventy-five per cent. of the boys’ detentions have come from
forms below the Fourth Forms, and more than half the total
were from “A” forms. I fear the girls too have accounted
for more detentions than good girls should.

School Societies.

THE SENIOR LITERARY SOCIETY.

Owing to the short duration of the term and to the
ravages of influenza, the activities of the Society have been
very limited. Attendances throughout the session have
been consistently good and greater keenness has been
evident, especially in debates, although dramatic readings
appear to have lost their sometime attraction.

The first meeting of the Easter Term was held on
Feb. 1st, when members of the VIu. Lit and VI.Sc. debated
the motion that : “The Arts as a course of study are of more
value to the human race than the Sciences.”
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The debate did not attain the high standard expected
of VIth Form debates, the speeches being superficial and
failing to penetrate to the crux of the problem. Higgins and
Painter proposed the motion and Davies and Atkinson
opposed. The motion was carried.

The second meeting of the term, the seventh of the
session, also took the form of a debate. On Feb. 22nd
members of the Upper Vth Forms debated the motion that
“Chivalry is dying out.”” Curran and E. Quinney proposed,
and Hawke and Barker opposed the motion, which was
defeated by an overwhelming vote.

On March 10th members of the L.VL.Lit gave a
dramatic reading of H. G. Wells’ ‘“Tono-Bungay.” The
whole production was well arranged and well given. H. Hill,
J. Batty, Hollingsworth, Phillips, Rowe and Smith (R)
(U.V.A.) were quite good. :

The annual social will be held on March 22nd, when
Shakespeare’s “King Lear’’ will be given.

JUNIOR LITERARY SOCIETY.
On February 3rd several impromptu debates were held.
When the chairman closed the meeting, the discussion was
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“Miss in her Teens’’ was an interesting addition to the
series of eighteenth century plays given in previous years by
other members of the School.

“LABURNUM GROVE.”

“Laburnum Grove” is one of the most popular plays
which the School has produced. It is quite true to say that
there was not & dull minute in the whole performance. The
audience evidently shared this view and not only expressed
their approbation in the recognised way at the end of each
act, but also applauded in the middle of a scene. The
dialogue between Hardy, as Radcliffe, and Philips, as the
detective, is but one example of their approval. Added to
the appeal of the plot was a high standard of acting. More-
over, all the actors could be heard quite distinctly from the
back of the hall.

The honours of the performance go to Hardy, as
Radcliffe, the seemingly typical suburban business man,
but who in reality is a crook, and to Boyd, his sponger
brother-in-law who has recently returned from the East and
is unable to forget it. Hardy’s air of genial honesty showed
that he thoroughly understood the part of a man whose life
seemed so utterly “suburban’’ and so devoid of adventure,
but which was in effect concerned with the manufacture
of counterfeit money.

Philips, as the detective, who was waiting for proof of
Radcliffe’s illegal activities, was also good, and certainly
looked the part. AsJoe Flecken, who is known to Radcliffe’s
family as his gardener friend, but is really a crook, Glover
played his part well, although the smallness of his role gave
him little chance to distinguish himself. Harold Russ, Elsie
Radcliffe’s despicable suitor, was ably played by Sands. His
nervousness on his introduction to the Radcliffe family was
well acted. Hawke, the prompter and the policeman whom
everyone thought had come to arrest Radcliffe but had only
called in for the subscription to the local cricket club, was
efficient in both capacities. His second role, though quite
convincingly presented, was only very small and he had
more chance to distinguish himself in the first. If he was
obliged to prompt, the audience was not aware of it.

Irene Atkinson, as Mrs. Radcliffe, gave a successful per-
formance, and it was obvious that she understood her part
of a simple and kindhearted woman, who would believe no
ill of her husband. As her sister, Helen Hill was very good,
whilst Freda Turner played the part of her niece, Elsie
Radcliffe, quite capably.
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WEBSTER, VIIIaA.
Football Notes.

1st XV. v. Goole G.S. (Home). Feb. 6th.
Result : Won—37 points to nil.

Fortune smiled at last. Ideal Rugger conditions pre-
vailed. The School won the toss and Painter decided to
play uphill. In the early stages of the game play was even,
with Goole in slight superiority in the pack. The Wath
backs were definitely superior towards the close of the first
half. Humble secured a fine drop goal just before half-time.

In the second half the Schcol asserted their superiority,
good use being made of the slope ; and the defence was never
too pressed. Tries followed in quick succession. Ellison, R.,
went over twice, Humble converting both. Longbottom
added a further three points and Ellison, R., scored twice
again. Humble converted all these. Towards the close
Horner scored; Humble, however, failed to convert. Humble’s
accurate kicking was a marked feature of the game.

1st XV. v. Thorne. (Home). 20th February.
Result : Won—13 points to nil.

This game was played under difficult conditions,
handling and kicking being made extremely difficult owing
to a strong wind across the pitch. It was essentially a
forwards’ game. The School kicked off up the slope.
Thorne attacked strongly, but fine combined forward play,
and judicious kicking by the School backs, soon took the
play into the visitors’ half. Play throughout the first half
was very keen and even. Half-time : no score.
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In the very first minute of the second half Horner,
making full use of the slope, made a brilliant dash, and
succeeded in placing a try down. A kick was almost
impossible. A little later Ellison, P., scored from a forward
dribble. This time Humble, having a very slight help from
the wind, converted. Thorne attacked, but were soon driven
back. Then the School backs broke through the visitors’
defence and Brown gave Knutton a pass, which the latter put
to good advantage, touching down without difficulty.
Humble again converted. The standard of play was high,
especially the forward play. The match provided a good,
keen and even game.

Ist XV. v. Thorne. (Away). Feb. 27th.
Result: Won—I16 points to nil.

Thorne won the toss and decided to play with the wind.
Throughout the first half there was not much to choose
between the two teams. The School, as in previous matches,
showed ability to work together as a team. About ten
minutes before half-time, our backs secured the ball from a
scrimmage, and after a really fast passing movement,
Davison touched down. Humble failed to convert. Half-
time : School winning 3 points to nil.

After the interval the School threes secured more of the
ball. Humble dropped a fine goal. Shortly after, Ellison, P.
went over to score. Humble again failed with the kick.
Painter scored an unconverted try after a dribbling move-
ment by the scrum. In the last minute Humble scored from
a fine run, but failed to convert.

2nd XV. v. Goole Secondary School 2nd XV. Away.
Dec. 5th, 1936.
Result : Won —11 points to 9.

Goole won the toss and opened the play quickly. We
soon settled down, however, and mainly through the playing
of Horner and Hollingsworth, well backed by the rest of the
team, succeeded in holding the heavier Goole team off, and
although Goole were in Wath territory the greater part of
the second half, the School finally beat Goole with a brilliant
try by Horner.

2nd XV. v. Goole Secondary School 2nd XV. (Home).
Feb. 27th, 1937.
Result : Won—29 points to 5.

Goole sent down a much smaller team than the team
which represented them at Goole. To even things, however,
the School had to take the field with 14 men. The ground
was muddy, making handling difficult. The School easily
beat its opponents, Hollingsworth again playing an out-
standing game. Kidson and Woodruff also scored tries.



THE WATHONIAN 13

Hockey Notes.

1st XI. v. Mexborough. (Home).
Result: Won 1—0.

The School won the toss and elected to play uphill first.
It was a fine day, and the ground was in good condition.
The School team played together well, and so kept the ball
up the field during the first half, although the Mexborough
forwards were quick to seize a chance to get the ball into their
own circle. During the second half both teams were tired,
but the School, playing downbhill, kept the Mexborough backs
busy. M. Smith scored a fine goal by a shot from the edge
of the circle. Throughout the game B. Evans, by her steady
play in goal, gave confidence to the School team. The teams
were very evenly matched.

2nd XI. v. Mexborough 2nd XI. (Away). Feb. bth.
Result : Lost 3—I.

Mexborough won the toss and elected to play uphill
first. The ground was rather soft and hindered play a little,
yet the School played well and just before half-time managed
to score a goal.

In the second half of the game the play was centred
round the Wath circle. Though the School forwards made
some fine attempts to take the ball up the field, they were
unable to score again. Mexborough, however, were much
quicker on the ball, and with their passing, and succeeded in
scoring three times.

2nd XI. v. Thorne 2nd XI. (Away). Feb. 20th.
Result : Won 2—0.

The ground was in good condition and Thorne winning
the toss, elected to play uphill first. The game proved to be
a hard fight, but the School forwards pressed hard, working
together, and just before half time were rewarded with a goal,
which was followed very quickly by a second. During the
second half the Thorne forwards came very near to shooting
a goal, but the fine play of the backs and goal cleared the
ball in time. Although we failed to score again the match
ended in a victory for the School with a score of two goals
to nil.

To A.H.

‘‘ Quos det amant, cum invenes moriuntur.”

How strange the working of God’s holy will !
But stay ! let us not question Providence
Who know not how we came to be, or whence
Our shaping destiny. How bootless, till
We comprehend, to judge for good or ill
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Those things beyond the range of human sense !
'Tis said, God best can his own laws dispense
A dark reverse may oft our hopes fulfill.

Time will obscure thy fleeting passing, friend,
Yet, amidst greatest joy, a starting tear
May bring to mind the sadness of thy end—
A restless thought breeds a haunting fear—
Now, #hou hast probed life’s deepest mystery,
I honour, friend, thy sacred memory !

E. N. PAINTER (Upp.VIL.L).

An Ordeal

After the roar, akin to that of some monster awaiting
its prey, had subsided, and silence ruled, save for occasional
creakings and scrapings, she stepped forth fearfully from
behind the blue folds. Without that kind screen to hide her,
she stood, trembling in every limb, the cynosure of all eyes.
Striving desperately to control her shaking limbs, she
plunged into the ordeal. Her tongue, which had previously
seemed firmly glued to the roof of her mouth, by some
miracle was unloosened. She raised her voice to read the
words before her to the sea of faces turned expectantly in her
direction. How shrill her voice seemed and how quickly she
read ! She must slacken her speed. Of what she read she
had no idea, but she must try to read it intelligently.
Heavens ! How much remained ? Only four or five lines.
It seemed aeons ago since she began. She stumbled over a
word and owing to sheer nervousness, slurred the next three.
Two more lines and then . . . At last it was finished ! In
dead silence she returned to the engulfing blue folds, hidden
from all curious eyes. As the monster’s roar again broke out
she uttered a sigh of relief. The ordeal was over. She had
read in the hall for the first time !

M. GARDNER Upp. (VI.L.)

The Breeze and the Gale

It raises faint whispers amid the house-eaves :

A rustling susurrus it thrills through the leaves ;
Completely still never, but ceaselessly stirring

The sails of the windmill, and setting them whirring.
The vapour-thin clouds, urgéd on into motion,

Sail in the blue sky as it were on an ocean ;

Their shadows below on that other sea pass,
—That sea undulating of zephyr-blown grass.
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But give to me, rather than this gentle breeze,
A wind blowing gale-force, that howls in all keys,
That screeches wild threnodies through the gaunt trees,
Setting wires wailing,
Shatt’ring the railing ;
A wind that advances with boisterous roar,
And blusters round buildings, and batters the door.

R. SANDS (Upp.VILit.)

BARNES, TVs;
A Roman’s Account of the
Barbarians

. . . These Barbarians have another custom, so singular
that I must needs mention it. Once every seven days they
arrange as it were a battle between themselves ; at which
encounter they have forms and rites to be observed as
strictly as those of any religious ceremony.
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Firstly, then, though the time of starting is rigorously
fixed, yet all by common consent prepare themselves with
the utmost leisure, and that not till a quarter of an hour
after the time appointed. Their attire is singular: it is
prescribed that they shall appear in a brilliantly coloured
upper garment and short trousers ; but, whether from a sense
of decorum or from a dislike of the cold, for the most part
they secretly cover their bodies with two or three shirts and
two pairs of ‘“shorts.”” Some have even been known to
wear scarves and gloves on such occasions.

When all have stalked leisurely onto the field, the
oontest begins. It rages most fiercely around a hollow
leathern object, which is kicked to and fro with wild yells.
What a savage and untameable race ! Finally, after taking
all this trouble to get muddy, they stand under a stream of
water until they are wet all over. This practice appears to
have the dignity of a sacred rite with them, for those who
refuse to indulge in so degrading an exercise are punished.
Never, till you see them at their sport, as they call it, could
you conceive what a barbarous and singular race they really
are. I hope to be able, at some other time, to inform you
of some other of their remarkable customs ; at present I will
conclude. (Inquisiturus, De Wathonits, 1.).

(D. HIGGINS, (Upp. VI. Lit.)

The Perfect Prefect

His features are quite a la Shaw,
His jacket flapping wide,
Revealing a pullover, which

He really ought to hide.

His gait is rather like a duck’s,
With pride he overflows ;
Horn-rimmed spectacles often sit
On his patrician nose.

He sometimes strokes his docile locks,
And fondles his moustache ;

He bears a contempt for the world,
To speak to him is rash.
Remember he’s a character,

We'd like him left intact ;

Don’t ruin his naiveté—

Be kind to him, in fact.

J. M. HAWKSWORTH (U.V.a)
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The New Wathonians

We try so hard to learn the rule,
And all traditions of the School,
At work or play we try our best
To make us proud of our School crest.

Our Rugby game is very rough,

But it makes our muscles tough,

It keeps us healthy, and in good trim,
And all our team mates full of vim.

Our colours are maroon and gold,
And we are proud when we behold
Our team victorious when they play,
They try so hard to win the day.
G. A. DUTTON (IIa.)

Murder ?

Johnson was not a murderer at heart, but now, goaded
beyond human endurance, and seeing his chance to get even,
he became blind to the consequences of his proposed act.

Stealthily he approached his victim who seemed to be
asleep. Silently he raised his hand, and then paused for a
moment as men are wont to do at such times. Then with a
revengeful gleam in his eyes, he brought his weapon down
with a resounding thwack, killing the fly instantly.

L. LANGFORD (Upp. IVa.)

The Dreadful End of William Wace

Said the Scoutmaster : “William Wace,
Last night, I hear, you kept your face
Beneath the blankets—so declares
Your P.L. Add not to his cares

By such unscoutlike doings, boy !
Have you not heard that to employ
Such frowsy methods in repose,
Denying air to mouth and nose,

Is really most insanitary 2

“Yes, sir !”’ said William Wace but very
Little attention paid he to

The S.M.’s homily. The few

Short nights of Camp, exemplary

Was William’s conduct, but when he
Got home, with a malignant smile,

He hauled the bedclothes o’er his dial.
Thus counsel sage is vainly spent !
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But up on Burman Hill,
Stormed at if they are ill—
Four days to make them well,
Then to the vale of the Dearne
Rode the six hundred.

Forward the Wath Brigade !
Weren’t all the boys dismayed !
And all the scholars hoped
Someone had blundered.
And so, with many a sigh,
Thinking of studies dry,
Wearing the old school tie,
Back to the vale of the Dearne,
Rode the six hundred.
C. ATKINSON (L.VISec.)

J. FRITH, UIlIs.
The London Museums

“He who is tired of London,” said Dr. Johnson, ‘‘is
tired of life.”

There is no end to the variety of the interests provided
by London, but perhaps the most interesting and historical
parts of London are the Museums. London is the home of
seven Museums.

The British Museum was opened to the public in 17569.
This great treasure house contains priceless collections of
antiques, and varied and numerous books.

The London Museum is really a mansion called ‘“Lan-
caster House,” it was once owned by the Duke of Sutherland.
This is particularly interesting as it shows the growth of
London from a village to a city. In the Royal Room, and
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the costume gallery can be seen the Coronation robes of
Queen Victoria, King Edward and King George.

The Victoria and Albert Museum is mainly corcerned
with Art. Very rare examples of mediaeval and modern Art,
books, prints, drawings and photographs are found here.
It was founded in 1852.

For the scientific mind, the Science Museum is par-
ticularly attractive. Here we have a collection of old loco-
motives, scientific apparatus and various mechanical devices.
The Aeronautical Section shows the development of aviation
from its invention to the present day.

The Imperial War Museum, shows a fine collection of
ancient and modern warfare in all its phases. Separate depart-
ments are devoted to the Army, the Navy, and Women’s
Work during the War. There are some fine paintings and
diagrams illustrating the warfare.

The Natural History Museum possesses the finest and
most complete natural history specimens in the world. It
deals with the smallest insects to the colossal, prehistoric
monsters.

The Royal United Services Museum at Whitehall, is
devoted to national trophies and momentoes. Large models
are shown there of the battles of Waterloo and Trafalgar.
The model of Trafalgar is on an oak table made of wood from
the Victory.

JOAN CUTLER.

Things in My Garden
I have a little garden and I love the bees to come,
They sip the honey from the flowers and gently hum and hum.
I have a little garden and I love the birds to come,
The thrushes are so pretty and are certainly not dumb.
I have a little garden and I love the flies to come,
They are such funny creatures, for on their feet is gum.
I have a little garden and I love the sun to come,
He shines so bright upon my flowers that were before so
numb.
I have a little garden and I love the breeze to come,
He shakes the flowers and freshens them and into bloom

blows some.
J. NASH (IIa.)

Summer
The summer is a merry time,
When birds do sing and skylarks climb ;
You hear the humming of the bees,
And leaves are green upon the trees.
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Contest

Through the cloak-room has he gone,
But Athenian found he none,
On whose brow he might espy
That one hope to score a try.
Who is this, far off he sees,
Onesmore youth to join the threes ?
He can go to help the scrum
If the others do not come.
Soon poor soul he may be found
On the dark and dirty ground.
So fine sir, thou must not stay,
Thou art wanted in the fray.
All the curses they do know
Shall the House upon thee throw,
Lest with us thou’lt meet the foe,
Stay, look here, one more, Hallo !
Here’s another, that makes five
Now have we our chance to thrive.
We'll kick off, I think it best
For “Carthago delenda est.”
(On the 7th of November Athens Senior Boys kicked
off against Carthage with five players).
R. SMITH (Upp.Va.)

S. BENNETT, U.V.R.











